During a recent study of the collections at P, we discovered that what appears to be the original type specimen of Scleria reticularis ("Michaux s.n.?, Hab. in Carolina") does not correspond to the original description of the species nor to recent and past usage of that name. Although "Scleria reticularis" is written on its label by Michaux, the specimen can easily be identified as Scleria triglomerata Michx., a species differing from S. reticularis in the presence of a white crust covering the hypogynium and the smooth nutlets, among other characters. The explanation of this conflict is unknown. The specimen is similar in appearance to all other Michaux types; the type of S. triglomerata, also at P, matches the description of that species, so a simple switch of labels is not involved. In a report of a search for Michaux types at P in May 1989 , Fairey (ASB Bull. 37: 99. 1990 ) said "Unfortunately his S. reticularis was not found", but it is not impossible that Fairey was simply discounting a specimen so manifestly in conflict with the original description. No other Michaux specimen of S. reticularis is known to exist and this conflict between original specimen and protologue can only really be resolved by this proposal to conserve S. reticularis with a new, conserved type.
The name Scleria reticularis, whether used in a strict sense for the plants with glabrous nutlets (among other characters) or used in a broad sense for the plants with glabrous or pubescent nutlets (Scleria reticularis var. 
